
PASTOR’S CORNER 
Rev. Leah Ntuala 

 

A conference I have attended the past 2 years is NEXT Church in          

Rochester. It is one of the regional gatherings of this network. What is 

NEXT Church? NEXT Church is a network of leaders across the              

Presbyterian Church (USA) who believe the church of the future will be 

more relational, more diverse, more collaborative, more hopeful and more 

agile. We provide hopeful space for robust conversations about the          

theology, culture, and the practice of ministry, to serve as a catalyst for new 

mission callings, and to support strong leadership in a time of adaptive 

change. We are fostering a conversation about how to follow Christ in our 

particular day and age. We are a movement seeking to change the culture of 

connection in the PC(USA) so that we continue to share faithfully the good 

news of the gospel in ways that bear fruit in a fractured world.        
http://nextchurch.net/about -next/  
 

Our Wednesday Worship would be an example of NEXT Church. It is a  

conversation of diverse theology and culture. Java and Justice is another 

example of NEXT church. Vanderkamp is another example. We are already 

doing the work. Where are we going NEXT? As we approach the summer it 

is a time for us to again think about visioning. While we have a decrease of 

people in the pews we need to have an increase of presence in our           

community, such as the Summer Back Pack Program and Vacation Bible 

School. We will need everyone working together to make these efforts     

successful.   
 

How will  we define our success? For me it is a person who feels the love of 

God. A person who knows there is a place they can go and hear and know 

that God loves them. That is this place, The First Presbyterian Church of 

Seneca Falls. We are a place that actively seeks to embody the love of God in 

what we do. We welcome people no matter where they are in their faith 

journey.  How do we get that message out to our community?  What do we 

need to do to make sure this message is heard? 
 

NEXT Church is about finding ways to build bridges between the traditional 

and non-traditional. It is about thinking outside the box and building a 

bridge to the box as to not leave anyone behind. It is about building a bridge 

between the church as a building and a church as 

the  people. Are you ready to build some bridges?  

       

                                              

                                                         Peace, Pastor Leah 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

 OF SENECA FALLS  
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Session Briefs  
 

There was no April Session meeting but I did want to let everyone know the          
Communion Schedule for May 5th service: Jim Clark and Bob Seem will do the      
preparing and serving. Dick Damaske and Carolyn Seem will also do serving. 
 

The drawing for the KitchenAid stand mixer will be Sunday, May 5th. There is still 
time to get your tickets. You can not win if you do not buy a ticket.  
 

Session will meet, with  Rev. Jim Gerling moderating on Monday, 
May 20th at 7pm.  
 
        Respectively submitted by the Clerk of Session- Elaine G. Ritter 

Books Featured at NEXT Church  
 

Left Behind and Loving It : A Cheeky Look at the End Times, Mark Davis 

Reflecting with Scripture on Community Organizing , Jeff Krehbiel 

Bless Her Heart: Life as a Young Clergy Woman , Ashley-Anne Masters and Stacy Smith 

Sabbath in the Suburbs: A Familyôs Experiment with Holy Time, MaryAnn McKibben Dana  

Church and Stage: Producing Theatre for Education, Praxis, Outreach and Fundraising , Dean Seal 

The Benefit of the Doubt, Frank Spencer  

Take My Hand: A Theological Memoir , Andrew Taylor-Troutman  

Imagining the Small Church: Celebrating a Simpler Path , Steve Willis 

Einsteinôs God: Conversations about God and the Human Spirit, Krista Tippett  

Geography of God: Exploring the Christian Journey , Michael Lindvall  

Effective Organizing for Congregational Renewal , Mike Gecan 

Putting Away Childish Things: A Novel of Modern Faith , Marcus Borg 

When Spiritual But Not Religious Is Not Enough , Lillian Daniel  

Kneeling with Giants: Learning to Pray with Historyôs Best Teachers, Gary Neal Hansen 

May Birthdays 
 

Sue Charles-5/5 
Lauren Gee-5/8 

Marya [Lohr] Vigil-5/16 
David Lay-5/17 

Karen Kelley-5/18 
Shirley Sage-5/20 
Al Johnson-5/23 

Paul Novack-5/24 
Richard Damaske-5/28 

Paul Damaske-5/28 
Jase Clark-5/29 
Gerry Gray-5/30 

Lisa [Shuster] Conley-5/31 

 

 
 

 

June Newsletter               

articles are due on   

Thursday, May 23rd.  
 

The Newsletter will be sent out  

 On May 30th.  
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                            Vacation Bible School  

                                       July 15 -19, 2013  

                                 Theme: Baobab Blast  

Vacation Bible School will be held 9am-Noon, from Monday, July 15th until 

Friday, July 19th. Your help is needed to make it successful. We will need help 

with crafts, games, story time, music and snacks. On Friday, July19th at Noon we will be serving 

lunch for all the families and having a short concert and showcase of the childrenôs work. You are all 

invited to attend. Vacation Bible School is free and for children K -6th.   Please contact our Director: 

Sarah Walsh for ways that you can help! 
 

Description of Baobab Blast:  

Baobab Blast is an open invitation to be a part of Godôs Great Get-Together. Set under the               

impressive Baobab tree, kids will have the opportunity to hear the Word of God, be amazed at Godôs 

wildlife creations and be a part of a supportive and fun community right here in Seneca Falls. Set in 

the wild of the Sahara desert, this VBS has something for everyone! This week long safari will have 

kids crafting away in Kalahari Crafts, running and jumping and playing in Grassland Games, singing 

in an exciting African environment in the Madagascar music site.  Each of the five Baobab Blast Daily 

ThemesðTrust, Love, Follow, Care, and Share -ðconnects to the overarching theme of community. 

Throughout the week, kids will get a consistent message of Godôs unconditional love and be            

encouraged to help build up Godôs kingdom on earth ï both in and out of Baobab Blast. 

May Newsletter 

Women’s Circle 

The Womenôs Circle met April 8th at 12:30 in the Hawley Room with 4 members present.  

The texts for the lesson give us a glimpse into the beginning of the transformation of Jesusô followers 

from a loose network of like-minded believers into the structured institution of the Christian Church.  

A thank you note was read from Family Counseling Service of the Finger Lakes.  

The 3rd Sunday House of Concern items:  

Macaroni/Cheese  

Pasta  

Spaghetti Sauce  

  Thank you to all who donate! 
 

The next meeting will be May 6th at 12:30. Bring a sandwich and join us. 

                                                                                            Jean Morris  

Christian Education  

 
 
 
 

We will be having a tea for all the Mothers of the church on  
Saturday, May 11th. The tea will be at twelve noon. 
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Fundraising Task Force  
 

KitchenAid Mixer raffle : Donôt forget to buy your  raffle tickets for a KitchenAid 
stand mixer. It is valued at $400.00. Tickets are $5.oo each or 5 for $20.00. The 
drawing will be held on Sunday, May 5th ( The week before Motherôs Day!!) Call 
Chris in the office or talk to a fundraising committee member (Sarah Walsh, Jeb 
Becker, Jim Clark or Carolyn Seem) if you want to sell or buy some tickets.   

Love is an Action -Childrenós Book: Written by Pastor Leah for her son, Mason. Now you can 
have a personalized copy for your child, using your childôs photos. 
Directions:  
Simply email your 12 photos and shipping address to fpressf@verizon.net 
The pictures can match the text or be your 12 favorite photos. 
The book will be a 5Ĭ7 soft cover book. 
The book costs $15 (plus shipping + handling). 
You will receive your book in 5-7 business days. 
This is a fundraiser for the church and ALL proceeds will benefit  
The First Presbyterian Church. 
This book makes great Easter, Christmas and Birthday gifts. 
Go to our website http://fpressf.com/ to see a sample of the book. You can 
even pay for the book online at our website if you want to. A larger version 
of the book will also be in the Narthex at the church for you to see.                      
(This book is copyrighted)  

Finger Lakes Bronze Handbell Choir  

Presents  

Clown -(r)ing Around  
A Concert of Music  

& 
Merriment  

 
 

Sunday, April 28thï 3:00pm  
Pultneyville United Methodist Church  
7767 Hamilton Street, Pultneyville, NY 

 
Saturday, May 4thï 4:00pm  

First Presbyterian Church of Seneca Falls 
23 Cayuga Street, Seneca Falls, NY 

 
 
 

Both Concerts are Free and Open to the Public  
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                            News From The Presbytery  

        A FULL, MULTI -YEAR REAUTHORIZATION OF THE FARM BILL.  

Our nationôs food and farm policies, as embodied in the farm bill, affect people 

from rural America to inner cities, from our local communities to less industrialized 

regions around the world. The farm bill is the single largest piece of federal policy impacting our 

food system. A good farm bill can strengthen nutrition programs, help our struggling rural          

communities, support new and socially  disadvantaged farmers, enhance global food aid to the 

worldôs most impoverished, and encourage farming and ranching practices that protect Godôs       

creation. Congress failed to pass a farm bill in 2012, and a number of important programs that     

promote a just and healthy food system are currently without funding. Other programs are           

continuing, but need the  certainty provided by a multi -year farm bill.  

 

Congress should enact a farm bill this year that alleviates hunger and malnutrition, supports vibrant 

farms and healthy communities, and protects Godôs creation. Please sign this electronic letter: 

http://www.capwiz.com/pcusa/issues/alert/?alertid=62551731&type=CO  

More information about Food Justice from Ecumenical Advocacy Days can be found on our website: 

http://www.presbyteryofgeneva.org/resources.  

 

New Blogs!  

There are four new blogs listed on our website. These are easy to get to by going to our homepage 

and clicking on the ones you'd like to read on the right hand side (or just click on the links below).  

Mercy Place Update :  

http://www.presbyteryofgeneva.org/uncategorized/an -update-on-mercy-place 

NEXT Conference's Fun Resources:  

http://www.presbyteryofgeneva.org/uncategorized/resources -to-share-from -the-next-church 

Peace Discernment Deadline Extended:   
http://www.presbyteryofgeneva.org/uncategorized/the -peace-discernment-process-deadline-has-been-extended 

Church World Services and Ecumenical Advocacy Days Experience :  
http://www.presbyteryofgeneva.org/uncategorized/church -world -services-and-ecumenical-advocacy-days-experience. 

                                Handbell/Handchimes  
 

Many, many thanks to Carol for all the rehearsals and performances with the Handbell 
Choir again this year.  She is a very accomplished ringer and can offer useful tips to 
ringers to help in the many ways to perfect a performance.  Her ringing abilities and 
experience in solo and ensemble ringing make rehearsals enjoyable and productive.   
 

I hope many people will be able to attend the Finger Lakes Bronze Ensemble concert on May 4th in 
the sanctuary.  Carol has been an FLB member of this organization for many years and I know you 
will enjoy the music of the bells.  As you have seen Carol as a bell choir director you will now be able 
to see Carol in her roll as an accomplished ringer. 
 

Now that the snow has gone from Seneca Falls, it will be time for the less hardy New Yorkers to     
return from the warm and sunny south.  Bell rehearsals will resume with the other director (that 
would be me) on May 1st.  Hope to see all of the bell choir members that day.  I have missed you,  
really. 

 See you soon - 

                                                                         Marge  
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  Church Family News  

 

 

 

 

 

 
¶ Atticus is here! Mason Ntuala would like to announce the birth of his baby 

brother, Atticus Tonkei Ntuala, who was born on Thursday, April 18th at 10:31am.  

He weighed 8.1 lb and was 20.5 inches long. Pastor Leah and Atticus are doing well 

and she and Simon are very excited about Atticus. Mason is already a very doting 

and caring big  brother.  

 
¶ Movie Night, Book Discussion, Java & Justice, Game Night: These will all 

be on hold while Pastor Leah is on maternity leave.  

 

¶ While Pastor Leah is out on maternity leave, some of you will be filling in 

for her on Sundays. I will have the whole service as well as  the bulletin and        

childrenôs lesson in a binder on the pulpit for you. If you want me to email you this 

information ahead of time so you can read it or if you are one of the Liturgists and 

want me to send you the readings ahead of time, let  me knowï Chris 

 

¶ 2013 Church Directory: Leah and Chris have been working on a new Church  

directory. If you have a new address, phone number, or email address, let Chris 

know by emailing or calling the office. Chris hopes to have the directory done by 

the end of May. 

 
Members and Friends who are shut -in or in special need : 

Name     Address  

Ed and Bobbi Chase  1 Leland Drive, Seneca Falls NY 13148  

Doreen Christopher  c/o The Homestead 418 N. Main Street, Room 126, Penn Yan NY 14527 

Luanna Day   2705 Lower Lake Road, Seneca Falls, NY 13148 

Al and Ruth Ferrel   c/o Stephen Ferrel, 62 Valley View Drive, Brockport NY  14420 

Liza Merriam    114 Ashton Court, Clifton Springs NY 14432  

Robert and Jean Stenlake 18 Carol Avenue, Seneca Falls, NY 13148 

Alberta Stuck   2999 Williamson Road, Seneca Falls, NY 13148 

Dorothy Tuthill   1901 Gravel Road, Seneca Falls, NY 13148 

Fran Webb   c/o Parrôs Springhurst Pines Box 215B 

    3001 N Hurstbourne, Louisville KY 40241        
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Greeters, Ushers, Nursery & Candle Lighters  
 

May 5th – Communion  
Greeters: Paul and Connie Richardson 
Ushers: Carrie Jessop and Ben Jessop 
Nursery: Dick Damaske 
Candle Lighter: Ben Jessop 

May 12th – Mother’s Day 
Greeters: Neil and Sarah Walsh 
Ushers: Bob and Carolyn Seem 
Nursery: Marion Crull  
Candle Lighter: Sean Walsh 

May 19th – Pentecost Sunday  
Greeters: Diana and Jeb Becker 
Ushers: Iva and Marvin Lay 
Nursery: Susan Derr 
Candle Lighter: Matt Walsh  

May 26th  
Greeters: Joyce and Wayne Lohr 
Ushers: Becky and Scott Jessop 
Nursery: Barb Lohr  
Candle Lighter: Matt Walsh  

June 7th – Communion  
Greeters: Jannette Monterville and Betty Geraghty 
Ushers: Matt Walsh and Sean Walsh 
Nursery: Neil Walsh  
Candle Lighter: Carrie Jessop 
 

 

Coffee Hour and Prayer List  
 

May 5th: Coffee Hour in the Social Hall; Host: Marion Crull  

May 12th: Motherôs Dayï No Coffee Hour 

May 19th: John L. Hoster as a Civil War Soldier: County Historian Walter Gable;                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

Hosting: Shirley Sage and Carol Rook. 

May 26th: Memorial Day Weekendï No Coffee Hour 

 

Know someone ill or hospitalized? This month, please call:  Shirley Sage: 568-6980 

 

 
To Keep in our prayers: Alice Burgdorf, Bobbi and Ed Chase, Doreen Christopher, Reverend 
Scott Cupp, Keith Davis, Bob Didsbury, the family of Dr. Paul Foote, Joanna Fuller, Margaret 
Greene, Mary Headley, Ben Heckman, Charlene Hooper, Crystal Jones, Liza Merriam, Tyler Morgan, 
Domenic (Deco) Paradise, Helena Peacock, Sally Porsch, Don Proctor, Ann Ritter Rayner, Alberta 
Stuck, Dorothy Tuthill, Fran Webb, Loraine Worthington and Margaret Yells.   
Please contact Chris with any changes.  
 

May Newsletter 
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Church Office: 315-568-6636 
Church Fax: 315-568-6616 
Hours: Tuesday-Thursday 7:30-12:30 
Manse: 315-257-0028  
E-mail: fpressf@verizon.net 

Website: www.fpressf.com 

 
Sunday Worship at 10am. Nursery Care available. Sunday School 10:15am.  

Coffee Hour in Eastman Hall following worship.  
 

Rev. Leah Ntuala-Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Peter J. Crego-Pastor Emeritus 
Chris Sweetï Office Manager 
Karen Beals-Treasurer 
Kyle Bruzdaï Sexton 
J. Carl Vollbrachtï Director of Music & Organist  
Marjorie Fahrenholz - Handbell Choir Director  
Elaine Ritter -Clerk of Session 
 

 
 

 
Session meetings are on the 4th Monday of each month at 7pm. 

Presently serving Elders: Jim Clark, Marion Crull, Richard Damaske, Scott Jessop, Jannette Monterville, 
Paul Richardson, Don Ritter, Bob Seem, Carolyn Seem, Nancy Shuster and Neil Walsh 

Elaine Ritter, Clerk of Session and Rev. Leah Ntuala, Moderator. 

Scan this code to 
learn more about 

us! 


