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Pastor’s Corner 

 

Well it is hard to believe another summer has almost come and gone and 

a new church year is fast approaching. This year on Sunday, September 

7th at 10am we are going to have a Rally Day Sunday! It is your              

opportunity to invite some friends to church or even strangers. There are 

postcards in the church office and narthex for you to pick up, there will 

be one in your bulletins as well. Following church we will have a church 

luncheon and ask you to bring a dish to pass.  There will be games, music 

and food and most importantly YOU!  

You are so special to our church family. We miss you when you are not 

here. We enjoy your talents and service. Thank you for always stepping 

up. Rally Day will give us a chance to celebrate you! Rally day will be a 

chance to celebrate all the existing ministries of our church and all the 

new ones we are about to engage in this year. 

There are lots of ministries to celebrate: Sunday School and our new 
Sunday School Teacher; Youth Group/Confirmation Class; Women’s  

Circle; S2; Java and Justice; Game Night/Church Potluck; Movie Night; 
Book Discussion and Coffee Hours. There are new fundraisers and       

fellowships to celebrate too: Ice Cream Social; Easter Egg Hunt/Pancake 

Breakfast; Breakfast with Santa; It’s a Wonderful Life Beverage Bar;    
Rada Cutlery; Tops Cards; Green Fundraising; 2 cents a meal; mitten 

tree; Amazon Smile; House of Concern; Relay for Life and so much 
more! Let us celebrate together! I hope you will join me in thanking God 

for all the many ways we are blessed. Psalm 150:6 says, ‘Let everything 
that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD!’    

                                          Peace, Pastor Leah 

 
 

    
   

  First Presbyterian Church of Seneca Falls 

Toward a Church as GENEROUS 

                                 and JUST as God’s Grace.... 

                                 

Rally Day Sunday! 
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Session Briefs 
Meeting of Monday, August 25, 2014 

prepared by Joyce Lohr, Clerk to the Session 
 

 Considered what our church's "Missional Fingerprint" might include 

 Moved to approve wedding request for Katie Van Kirk and Chad Hoff in June 2015 

 Approved applications for Elder Scott Jessop and Rebecca Jessop to receive Celtic Cross Award 

 Heard ideas and suggestions derived from Pastor's Listening Sessions, to include a Spring & Fall   
clean-up day, recycle "Greenhouse", Church t-shirts and community organization participation 

 Designated Sunday, Sept. 7, Church Rally Sunday to receive special offering for Christian Ed    
director's salary and moved to promote through bulletin inserts on two Sundays 

 Heard that Pastor is in touch with two possible candidates for the C.E. director position 

 Learned of unused Camp Whitman food supplies purchased by the church for use at S2 suppers 

 Heard plans for Bargains in the Basement ! taking place on Sept. 20 

 Heard Property actions and considerations for installing security measures 

 Heard from Boy Scout Troop 88 that balcony floor is nearly finished 

 The next  meeting of the Session will be on  
 Mon., September 22,2014 at 7 PM 

 

 

 

Just a Reminder... 
The deadline for article submission 

for the October newsletter is   
Thursday, September 18th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The newsletter will be sent out on 
Thursday, September 25th.  

 

September  Birthdays 
 

Bobbi Chase-9/4 
Joy Novack-9/5 

Jessica Seem-Walsh-9/7 
Sean Walsh– 9/7 
Mike Day-9/10 

Georgeanne (Elyséev) Hauf-9/11 
Barry Porsch-9/12 
Jeb Becker -9/30 



Women’s Circle 

The next Women's Circle meeting will be held on Monday, Sept 8th at 12:30 since the 

first Monday is Labor Day. We will begin our new lesson: A Contemporary Study of    

2 Corinthians . 

The 3rd Sunday House of Concern donation is: 

Soup 
 

                                                                    Jean Morris 
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Christian Education/VBS 

Thank you to Ericka Walsh, Marge Fahrenholz, Pastor Leah & Louisa Hoster for helping during 
VBS. We had a total of 6 children the better part of the week. They had fun learning to play the bells 
with Mrs. Fahrenholz. We had a new theme each day that related to something in modern times and 
the Bible. On Monday they planted bean seeds to watch them grow all week plus a seed in their 
heart to grow & nurture their entire life. We worked with that seed all week long to learn about 
God’s plans for us. We learned how God communicated with Moses and figured that if God had 
texted Moses that he might have considered it spam and never even read God’s words.  

We made handprint rainbows, animals out of toilet paper tubes and other fun crafts. We learned a 
lot of fun songs and played games related to each day. We watched a village of Legos get completely 
wiped out by a flood and then discussed why God sent the rainbow. Pastor Leah told some great  
stories each day and helped them with movements  so they could memorize their new bible verse for 
each day. It was a great success and we all had a lot of fun. We ended the week with a luncheon and 
display of their talents from the week. Thank you to those that donated craft supplies. 
Thank you Nancy Shuster for supplying dessert on Friday. Looking forward to seeing 
more and more people come to see the Friday showcase next year. Children really 
strive off the moral support that the members can provide the future of our church.  

               ~ Sarah Walsh 

Thank You From Matthew Walsh 

I was faced with having to provide 8 hours of community service in a non-scouting, non-profit        
organization so I can earn my Citizenship in the Community merit badge. It is a required Merit 
Badge to become an Eagle Scout. My parents, my counselor and I discussed several of my options 
and I chose to help my own church. As of writing this I had worked 2 weeks and I am getting ready to 
go help tonight which will make a total of 6 hours so far. I will have worked all of my   8 hours by the 
time school starts and I am hoping to continue working when my siblings and my school schedule 
will allow me to be there. Thank you to the workers on Wednesday night service in  
accepting my help and letting me be useful. I still have several more years before I 
earn my Eagle but it is nice to know I have support in the church as I move through 
the ranks towards it. Next year Sean is looking forward to helping at the Wednesday 
night dinners so he can earn his merit badge and eventually his Eagle.               
 
Thank you again,      
Matthew Walsh 

Citizenship in                            

the Community                      

Merit Badge 



Book  Discussion 
We meet at the First Presbyterian Church in the   
Social Hall 3 times per year on  the 2nd  Tuesday 
of the month in October, February and April at 
7pm to explore and discuss books. We invite    
anyone to come and add their thoughts and     
ideas. This year’s books are:  

 
October 14, 2014 

The Wounded Healer  
by Henri Nouwen 

 

February 10, 2015 
The Prophetic Imagination  

by Walter Brueggemann 
 

April 14, 2015 
After You Believe:  

Why Christian Character Matters  
by N.T. Wright 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

To read the description of these books visit  our 
website or see the flyer on the bulletin board    

inside the back entrance to the church.  

Java & Justice 
 

Java and Justice meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the 
month at 12 noon at Café XIX on Bayard Street to 
explore topics of Social Justice affecting our 
world today and the response of our community. 
Bring your thoughts and friends. This year’s   
topics are: 

 
September 23, 2014 

Bullying 
 

October 21, 2014 
Give Me Your Tired 

 

November 18, 2014 
Learning Compassion 

 

December 16, 2014 
Be One 

 

January 20, 2015 
The Difference I Can Make 

 

February 17, 2015 
The Real Me 

 

March 17, 2015 
Be a Good Sport 

 

April 21, 2015 
Multiple Intelligence 

 

May 19, 2015 
Responding to Terrorism  
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2014-2015 Activities 

Movie Night 

We meet 3 times a year on the 2nd Thursday of 
the month  in September, January and March at 
7pm in the Church Manse to watch a movie and 
have discussion. The movies being shown this 
year are: 
 

September 11, 2014 
5 Broken Cameras  

(2013) unrated 
 

January 8, 2015 
Inequality for All 

(2013) PG 
 

March 12, 2015 
A Place at the Table 

(2013)PG 

 
To read the description of these movies visit our 

website or see the flyer on the bulletin board    
inside the back entrance to the church.  

Potluck Dinner/Game Night 

All are welcome on the 1st Friday of the month at 
5:30pm in the church basement. Bring a dish to share 
and a game to play. Fun for all ages!  

Yoga 

Every Monday at 9am in the Social Hall. We offer 1/2 
hour stretch classes for people of all ages! Come join 
us and bring a friend. Mats are available.  

Coffee Hour 

Following worship on Sunday morning, members 
from the community or the church host a                
conversation in Eastman Hall, across our church 
parking lot. It is an opportunity to be educated on  
issues affecting our community and to learn more 
about one another.  

Women’s Circle 

The Women’s Circle is a Bible study and service 
group. We meet at 12:30pm on the 1st Monday of  
every month, Sept-May, in the Hawley Room. We 
have a Bible study and work on service projects. Bring 
a lunch and your ideas. All are welcome. 



Handbell/Handchimes Report 

Thank you to all who performed on bells in July: 

- Vacation Bible School handbells: Ericka, Sean, Matt and Sarah Walsh, Avery Greene,                      
the Dugan children, Emily and Louisa Hoster. 
 

And bells in August: 
- Handbell solo by Sarah Walsh. 

- Handbell Ensemble: Karen Beals sub by Carolyn Seem, Hedra Harrison, Nancy Shuster, Ginny 
Konz, Joanne Elyséev, Phil Plummer. 

Regular rehearsals will begin Wednesday, September 10, 7:15 -8:15 in the bell room. I am looking 
forward to another year of bell ringing!!!!  We will begin with a little bit of technique practice. See 
you soon. 

An interest has been expressed by several children that we restore the "Ring" part of "Sing & Ring". 
The Ring part was later called Youth Bells.  I would like to accommodate the interest and offer 
to have 6 rehearsals with one performance in the fall and 5 rehearsals in May with a performance in 
June.  If your children would like to be a part of this please contact me at 651-2409 or see me in 
church.  We will together set a day and time for rehearsals and performance. Handbells are a     
beautiful way to be a part of the church service, and it's fun! 

           -Marge 
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Members and Friends who are shut-in or in special need: 
 
 

Name    Address 
Ed and Bobbi Chase  1 Leland Drive, Seneca Falls NY 13148  

Luanna Day                    2705 Lower Lake Road, Seneca Falls, NY 13148 

Dottie Lorenz       Huntington Living Center, Room 121,   
    369 E Main Street, Waterloo NY 13165 
 

Liza Merriam        114 Ashton Court, Clifton Springs NY 14432  

Jean Stenlake      Steuben County Healthcare Facility, Room 194,  
    7009 Rumsey Street Ext. Bath NY 14810 
 

Robert Stenlake       18 Carol Avenue, Seneca Falls, NY 13148 

Dorothy Tuthill      c/o Mary Jane Tuthill, 30 Wycliffe Road, Waterloo NY 13165  

Fran Webb        c/o Parr’s Springhurst Pines Box 215B 
         3001 N Hurstbourne, Louisville KY 40241    

Bargains in the Basement 
 

Bargains in the Basement– Our Bargains in the Basement sale/fundraiser will 
be held on Saturday, September 20th from 9am-3pm. Please bring all your good, 
no longer used household appliances, linens, cookware, gadgets, costume jewelry, 
toys, games, small tools, and furniture for our September sale. Please, no books, 
phonograph records, tapes, or clothing! You may start bringing in your 
items on Monday, September 15th. Thank you! 



                           Church Family News 
 

Coffee Hour– Ginny Konz has volunteered to get speakers for coffee hour for the 
month of September. Tracing your ancestors will be the coffee hour topic for 
the September get-togethers.   

Sept 7– Rally Day Sunday– Bring some friends to church with you! Luncheon/
games/music to follow. Please bring a dish to pass. 

Sept 14 - Dating old photographs- Bring those you need help with .  If you can narrow down the 
time frame, it's easier to identify the people. 

Sept. 21 - Cemetery and death records- What's available and how to find it  (These first 2 will be 
presented by Louise Furber, a librarian/genealogist friend) 

Sept. 28 - Ginny Konz will show photos and talk about her trip to Great Britain  
 

If you are signed up to get the speakers for coffee hour, please let Chris know what the topics are 
and who is speaking for each Sunday so it can go in the newsletter and bulletins. There will be a 
sign up sheet during coffee hours to sign up for hosting and getting speakers.  
 

THANK YOU to the VBS class for decorating our special collection envelopes being 

used on Sunday, Sept 7th. This special collection will help with the salary of the new       

Christian Education Teacher. 

New Directory– Because there have been so many changes since last year’s Directory 

was put out, I’ve done an updated one for this year. They will be located in the Narthex   

beginning Sept 7th. Please take one per household. Thank you! 

New Grandchild for the Seems- Bob & Carolyn Seem have returned from England, where they 

enjoyed ten days with their newest grandchild (and first granddaughter!) Miriam Carolyn 

Josette Seem, born July 18 in Cambridge to Peter and Dorothee ["Dot"] Seem. Little     

Miriam's maternal grandparents are Josette Nicolle and Romain Petit, of France.          

Congratulations! to all. 

Engagement Announcements– Congratulations to Jase Clark & Binita       

Changkakoty  and to Aaron Sweet & Jen Genega on their engagements. Both couples were 

engaged in August. Jim & Cherie Clark and Frank & Chris Sweet are all very excited and 

look forward to having daughters-in-law in the family! 

Sending Mail to the church– When sending mail to the church we ask that you please 

use our  PO Box 383 address. If it only has the street address it is going to the daycare 

center by mistake and some of your pledges and other correspondences are being delayed 

in coming to us. Thank you very much.  

Rally Day Sunday- We hope you will join us to welcome everyone back and kick off of the new 

church season in style! Sunday, September 7th is Rally Day Sunday! It is the day we 

will be taking up a special offering for our new Sunday School Teacher position. 

This is your opportunity to meet the challenge of the anonymous gift donations we 

received. It is your opportunity to invest in the youth and the future of your        

congregation. We hope you will stay after church and celebrate with music, food, games and more! 

Please bring a dish to pass and a friend(s). 
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Rally Day Sunday! 



Ushers, Nursery and Candle Lighters 
 

September 7th– Communion 

Ushers: Matt Walsh and Sean Walsh 

Nursery: Marion Crull and  Aryanna Dugan 

Candle Lighter: Mason Ntuala 

                                   September 14th 

Ushers: Neil and Sarah Walsh 

Nursery: Becky Jessop and Carolyn Jessop 

Candle Lighter: Ben Jessop 

September 21st 

Ushers: Jim and Cherie Clark 

Nursery: Marion Crull and Susan Derr 

Candle Lighter: Isabella Dugan   

September 28th 

Ushers: Carolyn and Bob Seem 

Nursery: Marion Crull and  Keara Dugan 

Candle Lighter: Keara Dugan 

October 5th– Communion 

Ushers: Carrie Jessop and Ben Jessop 

Nursery: Ericka Walsh and Marion Crull 

Candle Lighter: Matt Walsh 

Coffee Hour and Prayer List 
Topic: Tracing your ancestors 
 

Sept. 7th: Rally Day Sunday luncheon in the Social Hall– Bring a dish to pass 
Sept. 14th: Dating old photographs- Bring those you need help with-Louise Furber 
            Host: Susan Derr 
Sept. 21st: Cemetery and death records- What's available and how to find it- Louise Furber 
            Host needed 
Sept. 28th: Photos and talking about her trip to Great Britain– Ginny Konz 
             Hosts: Stephen and Karen Beals 
 

Know someone ill or hospitalized? This month, please call:  Sue Ellen Crego– 568-4181 
 

To Keep in our prayers: Dorothy Baker, Joanna Baxter, Diana and Jeb Becker, Johnny Boyd, Alice 
Burgdorf, Bobbi and Ed Chase, Debbie Chase (Wendy Kain’s sister), Keith Davis, Bob Didsbury, Diane 
Draheim, Cindy Granger, Margaret Greene, Mary Headley, Charlene Hooper, Jennifer Jovinelly (Dorothy  
Dickieson’s Granddaughter), Dottie Lorenz, Bill Lovell, Liza Merriam, Penny Moore, Tyler Morgan, Cormac 
Morris, Diane Paradise, Helena Peacock, Sally Porsch, the family of Darrell Preston, Larry Scesney Jr., Bob 
and Jean Stenlake, Dorothy Tuthill, Fran Webb, Alexandria Williams (Don and Elaine Ritter’s                 
Granddaughter), Loraine Worthington, EthelMae Wright and Margaret Yells. Please contact the office with 
changes to this list. 
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Liturgists 

7th-  Ford Knight 

14th– Marion Crull 

21st– Karen Kelley 

28th– Karen Beals 



First Presbyterian Church of Seneca Falls 

P.O. Box 383 

23 Cayuga St 

Seneca Falls, NY 13148 

September Newsletter 2014 

Church Office: 315-568-6636 
Church Fax: 315-568-6616 
Hours: Tuesday-Thursday 7:30-12:30 
Manse: 315-257-0028 
E-mail: fpressf@verizon.net 

Website: www.fpressf.com 

Like us on Facebook: Presbyterian Church of Seneca Falls 

 

Sunday School (K-4th grade) and Youth Group (5th-12th grade)- 9-9:45am 
Sunday Worship at 10am. Nursery Care available 

Coffee Hour following worship. 
 

Rev. Leah Ntuala-Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Peter J. Crego-Pastor Emeritus 
Chris Sweet– Office Manager 
Karen Beals-Treasurer 
Kyle Bruzda– Sexton 
J. Carl Vollbracht– Director of Music & Organist 
Marjorie Fahrenholz- Handbell Choir Director 
Joyce Lohr-Clerk to the Session 

 
Session meetings are on the 4th Monday of each month at 7pm. 

Presently serving Elders: Andy Batty, Jim Clark, Marion Crull, Matthew Crull, Scott Jessop,  
Ginny Konz, Wayne Lohr, Bob Seem, Carolyn Seem, Nancy Shuster Ericka Walsh and Neil Walsh 

Joyce Lohr, Clerk to the Session and Rev. Leah Ntuala, Moderator. 

Scan this code 
to learn more 

about us! 

Happy Autumn to  


